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Our upcoming events are on page 3.  The website (www.suffolkdental.org), our 
emails and our social sites are great sources of up to date schedules. 

 

Praise keeps coming regarding our Speakers and our Venue! 

       You can experience the venue and our hospitality at  
Compliance Day 12/4/2024 - 5 Courses - 1 Day (see back cover) 

Just a few photos from our 2024 
Seminar Series.   

We thank our outstanding speakers and all 
those who attended.  

Donôt miss our 2025 Program More Details Inside! 

http://suffolkdental.org/calendar-of-events.html
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More details on events can be found on the 

back cover and within the bulletin. 

IMPORTANT ð The ADA Master Database of 

Record (APTIFY), which is utilized for Mem-

bership, Events, Reporting and much more 

has been upgraded.  Some issues exists and 

are being addressed.  Watch our correspond-

ence for  updates. 

Please note there are several events and 

courses in active planning, watch our website 

and our emails and social sites for updates 

(as events are subject to change).  Your sup-

port, patronage and patience are appreciated 

as always.  Please send any comments to 

Contact@SuffolkDental.Org.  
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SCDS Calendar SCDS Registration Site 

Date SCDS Event
10/17/2024 	SmileCon 2024 - New Orleans Oct 17-19

10/19/2024 ADA House of Delegates 2024 - Oct 19-22

11/1/2024 LI Womens Dental Symposium - Scrubs and Stilettos

11/1/2024
The Wonderful World of Specialty Care - 2 CE Course -

 Register Here

11/6/2024
New Dentist Event - Emotional Dentistry and Digital Smile 

Design - Dr. Publio Silfa

11/13/2024 General Membership Meeting

11/18/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

12/4/2024 COMPLIANCE DAY 2024 Multiple Courses

12/4/2024 Mandatory Child Abuse Reporter Course

12/4/2024 NYS and Federal Compliance Guidelines

12/4/2024 Mandatory CPR/AED Certification

12/4/2024 Risk Management - 4 CE

12/4/2024 Mandatory Infection Control Certification

1/11/2025 SCDS Officers Gala Celebration - SAVE THE DATE

4/26/2025 Give Kids a Smile - Sponsorship Info

New Events being researched

mailto:suffolkdental@optonline.net
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
http://users.neo.registeredsite.com/0/7/5/19142570/assets/Ad_Rate_Sheet_2018v2.pdf
http://suffolkdental.org/index.html
mailto:Contact@SuffolkDental.Org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://myaccount.ada.org/s/events?comSiteId=a2E8V00000Ndf7rUAB
https://myaccount.ada.org/s/events?comSiteId=a2E8V00000Ndf7rUAB
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Scott Gusz  

Scott.Gusz@Straumann.com  

631-241-4971  

Dan Kane 

Daniel.Kane@Straumann.com 

516-427-3722 

https://www.garfieldrefining.com/industries/dentists/
https://www.straumann.com/us/en/dental-professionals.html
mailto:Scott.Gusz@Straumann.com
mailto:Daniel.Kane@Straumann.com


 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE            Steven R. Feigelson, DDS   

A Season of Growth and Change 

Dear Colleagues, 

"Autumn teaches us the beauty of letting go. Growth 
requires release. It's what the trees do." 

As the vibrant hues of fall begin to paint our land-
scape, we're reminded of the cyclical nature of growth 
and change. While summer often represents a time of 
relaxation and vacation, the Suffolk County Dental 
Society had been tirelessly working to advance the 
interests of its member dentists. 

In July, our Executive Director, Bill Panzarino, and I 
had the privilege of attending the ADA Conference 
Week at the ADA headquarters in Chicago. The focus 
of this year's conference was the implementation of 
Fonteva Salesforce, a cutting-edge operational plat-
form that has replaced the outdated Aptify system. 
This transition marks a significant step forward for 
the American Dental Association and all its compo-
nent societies. 

The new Fonteva Salesforce platform promises to 
revolutionize how we serve our members. You can 
look forward to a more streamlined process for enter-
ing and tracking your continuing education credits, 
among other improvements. This upgrade reflects our 
commitment to embracing technological advance-
ments that enhance our members' experience and op-
erational efficiency. 

Artificial Intelligence in Dentistry 

Another highlight of the Chicago meeting was the 
enlightening discussion on artificial intelligence (AI) 
in dentistry. As we stand on the brink of a technologi-
cal revolution, it's clear that AI will dramatically re-
shape our practice methods. 

AI in dentistry holds immense potential across vari-
ous areas: 

¶ Diagnostic Assistance: AI algorithms can analyze 
dental images with remarkable accuracy, potentially 
detecting issues that might be overlooked by the hu-
man eye. 

¶ Treatment Planning: AI can help create more pre-
cise and personalized treatment plans by analyzing 
vast amounts of patient data and outcomes. 

¶ Patient Education: AI-powered apps and tools can 
enhance patient understanding of their dental health 
and proposed treatments. 

Practice Management: AI can optimize scheduling, 

inventory management, and other administrative 
tasks. 

However, the integration of artificial intelligence also 
raises important questions about the future of our 
workforce. While AI could potentially eliminate 
some traditional roles, it is crucial to view this as an 
opportunity for role evolution rather than elimination. 
Staff members can be upskilled to manage and inter-
pret AI systems, providing a more nuanced, human 
touch to patient interactions that AI cannot replicate. 

The potential impact of artificial intelligence on our 
staff is a complex issue with both benefits and chal-
lenges. On one hand, it could lead to increased effi-
ciency and reduced costs. On the other, we must con-
sider the value of personal interactions in healthcare 
settings and the potential loss of jobs. As we navigate 
this transition, it will be crucial to strike a balance 
between technological advancement and maintaining 
the human element that is so vital to patient care. 

ADA House of Delegates Meeting 

Looking ahead, the ADA House of Delegates meeting 
will take place in New Orleans from October 17-19. 
To represent you, Delegates and Alternate Delegates 
from Suffolk will be attending to vote on several im-
portant resolutions that will shape the future of our 
practice. One key area of focus will be changes to the 
dues structure, which are designed to particularly 
benefit our newer members. As we often say, times 
are changing, and dentistry must evolve with them. 

We're excited to announce that Dr. Brett Kessler, a 
long-time friend of the SCDS, will be sworn in as the 
next ADA President. Additionally, we will be voting 
on the next President-Elect. Our very own Dr. Maria 
Maranga is in the running for this prestigious posi-
tion, and we extend our heartfelt wishes for her suc-
cess. 

On a more local level, Mr. Panzarino and I have been 
actively engaged with our community partners. Over 
the summer, we met with Directors and staff at the 
BOCES Dental Assisting Program and Farmingdale 
Hygiene Program. These meetings focused on explor-
ing ways to collaborate effectively, benefiting both 
our members and their students while addressing the 
growing shortage of hygienists in the post-COVID 
landscape.         {CONTINUED ON PAGE 14} 
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https://ddsmatch.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPBqZTexDWJa-8HAt0HxX10GdPWRV301HKrMD245tug/edit?usp=drivesdk
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Donôt Miss This Yearôs EventðNovember 1st 2024.  

Sign up now before you get closed out of your choices. 

https://myaccount.ada.org/s/events?comSiteId=a2E8V00000Ndf7rUAB
https://myaccount.ada.org/s/events?comSiteId=a2E8V00000Ndf7rUAB
https://myaccount.ada.org/s/events?comSiteId=a2E8V00000Ndf7rUAB
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Rain or Shine 

Inside and Out 

Our events are  

informative and fun! 

https://myaccount.ada.org/s/events?comSiteId=a2E8V00000Ndf7rUAB


 

 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTORôS  EDITORIAL Bill Panzarino 

Was it good for you too? 

What a great feeling it is to see our members at our educational and social 

events.  While I am always keen to share information about our sponsors and 
other up coming events, I am so happy to field questions about what 
happening in and around the community.  It is equally satisfying to get 

positive feedback on things we are doing and 
identify areas that can be improved. I am also 
amazed at the buzz and camaraderie created 
by the attendees. It is clear to see the dental 
community network in full swing.  New 
connections being made by our newer dentists, 
and long standing relationships continuing to 
prosper.  Itôs a fantastic exchange of ideas that 
really helps move us forward, but works best 
when you are there.  I do feel that newer 
dentists are missing out on this enormous 
benefit of participation.  A participation that is 
not only good for the soul but good for your 
future and financial well being.  I do hope to 

see more New Dentists at our events as we 
wind down 2024. 

Our Seminar Series in 2024 returned to growth, 

a great reward for the efforts of our Educational 

Committee led by Drs Patricia Swanson and 

Jimmy Kilimitzoglou.   The 2025 program is 

coming together and we are sure it will be a 

real hit.  Will you be there to take advantage?  

Please send any comments or questions to 

Contact@SuffolkDental.Org or call us at 631

-232-1400.  

Bill Panzarino - Executive Director, SCDS 
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mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
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