
 

 

Suffolk Dental 

The Official Publication 
of the Suffolk County Dental Society 

Volume 52 - Number 1 
Spring 2023 

hǳǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ōǳǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όǿǿǿΦǎǳũƻƭƪŘŜƴǘŀƭΦƻǊƎύΣ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΦ 

The Best Value and Most Convenient Dental Meeting you can find! 

http://suffolkdental.org/calendar-of-events.html


 

 

 

https://www.mlmic.com/dentists


 

 

Suffolk County Dental Society  
150 Motor Parkway, Suite 123, Hauppauge, NY 11788 

Tel.: 631-232-1400   
e-mail: contact@suffoldental.org 
website: www.suffolkdental.org  

 

Paul R. Leary, DMD 
Editor 

Bill Panzarino 

Executive Director & Managing Editor 

Carol Deerwester 

Executive Assistant 
 

Officers of the Society, 2023 

Radha Sachdeva-Munk, DDS, President 

Steven Feigelson, DDS, President-Elect 

William Bast, DMD, Vice-President 

Natalia Elson, DDS, Secretary 

John Guariglia, DDS, Treasurer 

 

The Suffolk Dental Bulletin is the official publication of the Suffolk County Den-
tal Society. It is published four times a year: Spring (March), Summer (June), 
Fall (September), Winter (December) by the Suffolk County Dental Society, 
150 Motor Parkway, Suite 123, Hauppauge, NY 11788. 
 
Periodical Postage rates at Central Islip Post Office. Subscription rates in the 
U.S. included in member dues and $75. per year for non-members. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
Suffolk County Dental Society 

  150 Motor Parkway, Suite 123 
  Hauppauge, NY 11788 
 
Neither the Society nor the Bulletin staff will be responsible for 
any opinions or statements which are published over the signa-
ture or initials of an author. Acceptance of advertising in the Suf-
folk Dental Bulletin does not constitute an endorsement by the 
Suffolk County Dental Society.  The Editor and Publications Com-
mittee reserve the right to reject any copy, and as a matter of pol-
icy adhere to the advertising policies of the American Dental As-
sociation. 
 
Direct all communications to: 
   
 Paul R. Leary, DMD         
 Suffolk Dental Bulletin 
 150 Motor Parkway, Suite 
123  Hauppauge, NY 11788 

Please submit material for publication electronically accompanied by double-
spaced written copy six weeks prior to the month of publication. 

Advertising rates and other information can be found on SuffolkDental.Org, 
inquiries should be directed to the Suffolk County Dental Society, (631) 232-
1400, or via e-mail to Contact@SuffolkDental.Org. 

Editor ϑ aŜƳōŜǊǎΣ  !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ  
9ŘƛǘƻǊǎ 

  
 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ 

ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ όŀǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜύΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ 

ŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ /ƻƴπ

ǘŀŎǘϪ{ǳũƻƭƪ5ŜƴǘŀƭΦhǊƎΦ  

 

 

о 

SCDS Calendar SCDS Registration 

Site 

Date SCDS Event
4/10/2023 Signing Day - Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine

4/10/2023 Board of Directors Meeting

4/12/2023 CPR/AED Course

4/17/2023 Advocacy Days -  April 17 and 18th

4/24/2023 Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine - White Coat Ceremony

4/25/2023 Greater Long Island Dental Meeting 

4/26/2023 Greater Long Island Dental Meeting

4/29/2023 Give Kids a Smile - Flyer and Registration Information

4/29/2023 Give Kids a Smile (Sponsorship Information)

5/8/2023 Board of Directors Mtg.

5/10/2023 General Membership Meeting 

5/13/2023 Shredding Event

6/2/2023 NYSDA House of Delegates June 2 to June 4th

6/14/2023 Golf Outing 2023 - Upgraded Prizes!

9/18/2023 Board of Directors Mtg.

9/20/2023 Seminar Series - 7 CE - Dr. Anne L Koch

9/27/2023 General Membership Meeting 

10/5/2023 Smilecon - 10/5-7

10/7/2023 ADA House of Delegates 10/7-10

10/16/2023 Board of Directors Mtg.

11/13/2023 Board of Directors Mtg.

11/15/2023 General Membership Meeting

mailto:suffolkdental@optonline.net
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
http://users.neo.registeredsite.com/0/7/5/19142570/assets/Ad_Rate_Sheet_2018v2.pdf
http://suffolkdental.org/index.html
mailto:Contact@SuffolkDental.Org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://ebusiness.ada.org/Meetings/DefaultPo3.aspx?PO3ORGAPICODE=NYSCD0YN2Y34782
https://ebusiness.ada.org/Meetings/DefaultPo3.aspx?PO3ORGAPICODE=NYSCD0YN2Y34782
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
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Managed Care Contract Analysis Service 

Before you sign a contract with a managed care dental insurance company, 
make sure you understand what you are signing. NYSDA offers members a 
free legal analysis of managed care contracts through the American Dental 
Associationôs contract analysis service. In addition to 
understanding the terms of any contract you may be 
considering signing, you should also be aware of the 
companyôs fee schedule, billing and payment policies, 
frequency limitations, etc. Check out additional re-
sources. 
  

https://www.straumann.com/us/en/dental-professionals/products-and-solutions/key-topics/immediaxy.html
https://email.nysdental.org/c/1rwQUXb58ZR4uF7wCrp3ppIeF9u
https://email.nysdental.org/c/1rwQUXb58ZR4uF7wCrp3ppIeF9u


 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE    Radha Sachdeva-Munk, DDS    

Dear Colleagues, 

Our installation gala was truly a spectacular, fun and successful event at 
Lands End in Sayville. The venue was truly breathtaking and the town of 

Sayville is quaint and filled with rich history. I 
hope others will use this venue for other events 
in the future.  We had many distinguished VIP 
guests from other local components, NYSDA, 
and the ADA. We were honored to share the 
evening with Dr. Thomas Bonomo, who was 
honored at the event. We also had a very high 
number of sponsors from the dental sector and 
all facets outside of the dental field, which is a 
good change of pace and nice to see acknowl-
edgement of our profession from the communi-
ty. With an ever-changing landscape in the 
dental field, we need to have a say in it and 
control the direction it is heading by encourag-
ing innovation and forward thinking.  

 

I have been thinking of some goals for this 
year. I am enthusiastic about some of the new 
programs we are looking to start up or set into 
place. Our mentorship program had a success-
ful start with the New Dentist Mentorship Event 
held at Naper Tandys. Having our experienced 
and veteran dentists share their knowledge with 
dental students and new dentists is instrumen-
tal in shaping and molding the next generation 
of dentists who will soon be our peers. Other 
outreach programs that I will be looking to solic-
it volunteers for include a Give Vets a Smile 
program and a Childrenôs Dental Health pro-
gram with Congressman Andrew Garbarino 
and The East Islip School District. There will be 
more information to come on these programs. 
They are near and dear to my heart and I am 
very passionate about them. I am hoping to get 
a lot of volunteers from our component to help 
make this a success. I am also looking forward 
to collaborating with the presidents of our 
neighboring components and the Stony Brook 
School of Dental Medicine. 

 

 I would like to stress the importance of orga-
nized dentistry. Another of my goals for this 
year is to try to get the younger members 

more involved in organized dentistry. Our me-
dia campaign is almost underway to try and 
educate the public about what differentiates  
ADA member dentists. We must also educate 
the dentists in Suffolk county about the im-
portance and benefits of membership. With ris-
ing education costs and high student loans, it is 
very difficult for young dentists. My position on 
the Governmental affairs committee will allow 
me to lobby for the young dentists. I am head-
ed  to Washington DC to participate in the ADA 
Lobby Day. Looking forward to participating 
and being a part of change and progress. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank Dr. Craig Smith 
once again for his leadership and his dedica-
tion. We know he has a bright future and we 
look forward to his continued success as a 
leader in organized dentistry. Congratulations 
on a very successful year and thank you for 
planting the seeds that weôll continue to grow  
this year! Congratulations to our Raskin Award 
winner, Dr. Nick Vittoria, well deserved! Thank 
you for all that you do for SCDS, NYSDA and 
the ADA. Lets kick this year off ñSuffolk Styleò! 

 

Radha Sachdeva-Munk, DDS 

President, Suffolk County Dental Society 

 

 

(Guests enjoying themselves at the January 28, 
2023 Installation Gala) 
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  EXECUTIVE DIRECTORôS  EDITORIAL Bill Panzarino 

April 10th, 2023 - A new beginning! 

It may be a bit bold to declare this as such, but we are trying something very 
new and different, and for that reason we can feel optimistic.  For 35 years 

the ADA has been marketing to its dentists in order to grow membership.   

We have done our own analysis on what has 

been attempted and the results of those 

attempts.  Despite very well-intentioned efforts 

focusing on marketing to dentists, discounting 

of dues, and various ways to promote 

membership and demonstrate value the 

membership market share has been declining 

for at least 35 years. 

The profession is healthy, those serving 

dentistry are fortunate in that the profession 

continues to grow.  More dentists join the 

profession year on year, than leave the 

profession.  However, the number of dentists 

joining the ADA continue to be significantly 

reduced as a percentage of dentists.  Itôs easy 

to say ñthis is the situation for all associationsò. 

This may be true, but we dare think differently 

based on the history. 

There may be many that understand the 

greatest benefit of ADA membership is the 

advocacy provided at the National and State 

level.  While I think that benefit is very real, I 

donôt think that is well understood, and I am not 

even sure that it is properly valued by younger/

new dentists.  But rather than continue to try 

and market and explain that to dentists, we 

explored what is genuinely appealing to all 

dentists, regardless of practice modality, 

specialty, and demographicé  

Some simple things come to mindé we all 

want to be held in high regard, we all want to 

belong to something that does good, we all 

want patients to value us and seek us out.  In 

short, win the hearts and minds of the patients, 

and they will find there way to our members 

chairs. 

Our idea is to educate the public about what 

differentiates an ADA member dentist from a 

non-member dentist.  Show our ADA member 

dentists out in the community, donating oral 

health care to underserved children and 

veterans, donating oral cancer screening, show 

our ADA members working with dental students 

and dental hygiene students to raise the 

standard of education and care.  If the ADA 

wasnôt evaluating products and providing the 

ADA Acceptance Seal, who would be doing it? 

Our effort in this area was started prior to covid 

and it is very comprehensive.  We developed 

our messaging and worked with the ADA and 

NYSDA to get this approved.  While all things 

are not exactly as we hoped for, we do feel 

weôve gotten to a place that will work. 

The tripartite organization is difficult enough for 

dentists to understand, our messaging needs to 

be simple.   The message to the public is about 

ADA member dentists, not about Suffolk 

dentists, not about NYSDA dentists, just 

describing the differences between members 

and non-members.  That alone puts members 

in the positive light that they earn and deserve. 

Tell us what you think.  

Ads start to air April 12, 2023 

Please send any comments or questions to 

Contact@SuffolkDental.Org or call us at 631

-232-1400.  

Bill Panzarino - Executive Director, SCDS 

т 

mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
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http://www.nydentalupholstery.com/
https://www.frankelnewfield.com/
mailto:scottfirestone@henryschein.com?subject=Practice%20Transition%20Inquiry%20from%20SCDS%20Bulletin


 

 

  Membership Corner ð Claudia Mahon -Vazquez, DDS  

Driving the Profession Forward 

ф 

Whatôs available for members? Plenty! One benefit that you will be seeing soon 
is our Suffolk County Dental Society Public Facing Ad Campaign. We are running 

this campaign in conjunction with the Nassau 
County Dental Society in order to maximize 
visibility around Long Island. The 
advertisements will be shown on TV and on 
multiple Digital Media Outlets. The goals are: 
to make the public aware of the importance of 
visiting the dentist and to drive patients to the 
offices of our ADA Member Dentists. The Ads 
will have a QR code that will bring the public 
to the ADA Find-a-dentist website. As a 
member you have a free Find-a-dentist profile 
that you can personalize. Take time to review 
and update your profile. Make sure you 
include a photo, add your website, phone 
number, and any relevant information about 
your practice. Make sure the patients find 
YOU! Stay tuned for the ads and updates! 

The New York State Dental Association 
Committee on Substance Abuse and Well 
Being Many of you may not be aware that the 
State Association has a committee whose 
purpose is to help members who are 
struggling with substance abuse disorder and 
co-occurring mental health issues. The 
Committeeôs original focus was helping 
members with substance abuse but itôs 
mission has recently expanded to include 
mental health and well-being as they 
oftentimes go hand in hand with substance 
abuse disorder. If you or someone you know is 
struggling and needs assistance, you may 
contact Dr. Peter Pruden, 631-421-2471 
(SCDS Representative to the Committee on 
Substance Abuse and Well Being) or Jacquie 
Donnelly at NYSDA, 518-689-2750. All calls 
are strictly confidential. Visit NYSDAôs 
website for additional information and 
resources: https://www.nysdental.org/member
-center/substance-abuse-support-services 

In addition, the ADA has created a Wellness 
Ambassador Program that will assist the ADA 
in expanding awareness of these challenges. 
Overall, the goal is to provide more resources 
for our members locally and nationally, 
whether they are struggling with substance 
abuse or physical or mental health challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shredding Event returns: 

May 13th 9:00 AM to NOON 

Bring any documents or paper charts with x-
rays removed (We are not collecting x-rays at 
this time) This is a free event for our members.   

****Donôt forget that our Member-get-a-
Member promotion is still in effect. This is a 
SCDS promotion. Have a brand new member 
join and receive a $200 rebate.**** 

Claudia Mahon-Vazquez, DDS 
Chairperson, NYSDA Membership 
Committee, SCDS Membership Committee 
and SCDS Past President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 6, 2023 Expert Panel Event for New 
Dentists and Residents. 

https://www.nysdental.org/member-center/substance-abuse-support-services
https://www.nysdental.org/member-center/substance-abuse-support-services
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 THIS IS STARTING TO BE PHASED OUTðDO NOT DELAY! 

https://kentrecoveryservices.com/scds-invisalign/
https://kentrecoveryservices.com/scds_employee-retention-credit-program/
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