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2023 GLIDM Photo Contest Winner 

"Shadow of Liberty". This image was taken by Michael J. Rechter, DDS from Jersey City on Sep-
tember 3, 2022 at 6:39am as the sun perfectly crossed behind Lady Liberty.  It was a planned shot 
taken at 1/8000sec f40 iso50.   

http://suffolkdental.org/calendar-of-events.html
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SCDS Calendar SCDS Registration 

Site 

Date SCDS Event
8/16/2023 New Dentist Summer Social - Top Golf

9/18/2023 Board of Directors Mtg.

9/20/2023 Seminar Series - 7 CE - Dr. Anne L Koch

9/23/2023 SCDS Family Summer Send-Off

9/27/2023 General Membership Meeting 

10/5/2023 Smilecon - 10/5-7

10/7/2023 ADA House of Delegates 10/7-10

10/16/2023 Board of Directors Mtg.

10/18/2023 New Dentist Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office

11/3/2023 LI Womens Dental Symposium

11/13/2023 Board of Directors Mtg.

11/15/2023 General Membership Meeting

2/12/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

3/11/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

4/13/2024 SCDS Officers Gala Celebration

4/22/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

5/13/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

9/16/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

10/14/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

11/18/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

mailto:suffolkdental@optonline.net
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
http://users.neo.registeredsite.com/0/7/5/19142570/assets/Ad_Rate_Sheet_2018v2.pdf
http://suffolkdental.org/index.html
mailto:Contact@SuffolkDental.Org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://ebusiness.ada.org/Meetings/DefaultPo3.aspx?PO3ORGAPICODE=NYSCD0YN2Y34782
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE    Radha Sachdeva-Munk, DDS    

Dear Colleagues, 

As we approach the halfway point in my presidency, we are seeing many 
positive legislative actions underway. My role as Chair of Governmental Af-

fairs, representing the profession of Dentistry in 
Washington DC and Albany, and advocating for 
you, the dentists, in our community has been 
extremely educational and rewarding. Before 
taking on this role, I had little knowledge of 
what went on behind the scenes with advocacy. 
Speaking to our government and state repre-
sentatives about issues with workforce shortag-
es, the DOCS act, administration of vaccina-
tions by our profession, insurance accountabil-
ity with establishing medical loss ratios for den-
tal insurances and a Non-Covered Services 
Bill, among others has been extremely reward-
ing, knowing that we are being listened to. 
Many of these bills are being worked on and 
passed through legislative chains with full bi-
partisan support. 

Last month, Senate Insurance Chair Neil Bres-
lin introduced S7013, which would create a 
dental-specific MLR (medical loss ratio) of 82% 
and ensure that a minimum amount of the pre-
miums are spent on patient care. This Bill 
would be set to take effect January 1, 2024. 
Under current law, health insurance companies 
offering small group and individual products 
must meet a medical loss ratio of 82%, which 
requires that at least 82% of every premium 
dollar be spent on patient care. There is cur-
rently no comparable MLR requirement for den-
tal insurance products. This bill would protect 
the consumers by establishing an MLR that 
parallels existing MLR requirements for health 
insurance products.  

In addition, Senate Higher Education Chair, To-
by Stavinsky introduced an amendment to edu-
cation law with two vaccination bills that we 
have been advocating for. These vaccinations 
include the administration of vaccinations 
against human papillomavirus, influenza and 
COVID vaccinations, and any vaccinations re-
lated to a public health emergency. Since the 
authorizing Executive Order expired in June 
2021, dentists are no longer permitted to ad-

minister the above vaccinations. Every dentist 
in New York must have a four-year undergrad-
uate degree, complete four years of dental 
school, complete a one-year residency pro-
gram, and pass a National Dental Board exam-
ination. Dentists can administer Novocaine and 
other injectable medications. From a clinical 
perspective, dentists are certainly just as or 
more qualified to administer vaccinations as 
other professionals, such as pharmacists, nurs-
es, physician assistants, and other health 
paraprofessionals currently authorized to ad-
minister vaccinations. 

Furthermore, dentists frequently communicate 
with primary care professionals and other med-
ical professionals to provide holistic care 
around a patient. This is particularly true where 
the dentist works in or with a federally qualified 
health clinic (FQHC). Allowing our profession 
to administer vaccinations provides patients 
with immediate access. Dentists can address 
questions and, when appropriate, administer 
vaccinations when a patient is already at a 
medical appointment. This saves the patient 
from having to go somewhere else, take addi-
tional time off from work or school and/or find 
someone to take care of a family member.  

Many other legislative proposals are being 
worked on and are coming down the govern-
mental pipelines. Without the strong support 
and strong advocacy from the ADA and NYS-
DA, we would not see these positive changes 
helping our profession fight and win major bat-
tles with insurance reform and protecting our 
ability to work as DOCTORS! Stay tuned and 
have a great summer! 

 

Radha Sachdeva-Munk, DDS 

President, Suffolk County Dental Society 
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 June 2023 NYSDA House Of Delegates 

The 2023 New York State Dental Associationôs House of Delegates in Saratoga NY was a busy 
time for NYSDA, SCDS leaders, and all the delegates and alternate delegates who attended. In ad-
dition to the critically important work on resolutions for the health and well being of the dental pa-
tients being served and the profession of dentistry as a whole, other business of the house was ad-
dressed. Here are some of the highlights. New officers were elected, including SCDSôs Dr. Paul 
Leary as NYSDA Secretary/Treasurer and Dr. William Karp as NYSDA Speaker of the House. Addi-
tionally, all the NYSDA officers were installed including Dr. Maurice Edwards (Vice President), Dr. 
Prabha Krishnan (President-Elect) and Dr. Anthony Cuomo (President). Dr. Kevin Henner and Dr. 
Paul Leary received NYSDA Service Awards.  Dr. Maria Maranga was honored with the Distin-
guished Service Award by the Pierre Fauchard Academy for her many years of service to her pa-
tients and the dental and academic communities. Three new Pierre Fauchard Fellows from Suffolk 
County were inducted to the Academy: Dr. Joseph Graskemper, Dr. Lauren Heisinger, and Dr. Ste-
ven Feigelson. Dr. Claudia Mahon-Vazquez received a service award for her leadership and efforts 
on the NYSDA Membership Council. Dr. Nick Vittoria was recognized with a service award for his 
work on the NYSDA Ethics Council. NYSDA Hallmark of Excellence Awards were awarded to Dr. 
Keri Logan (for her donated dental care to Veterans at St Charles Hospital) and to Dr. Steven Fei-
gelson for his work on the SCDS Mentorship program.  Below are just a few of the pictures we post-
ed to Facebook and Instagram. 



 

 

  EXECUTIVE DIRECTORôS  EDITORIAL Bill Panzarino 

So much is happening... 

Where do I start? Iôll start with membership and our big membership ad 

campaign. In our last bulletin I explained that our ad campaign targets and 

educates the public on the benefits of seeing an ADA Member Dentist. It 

drives them to the Findadentist.ADA.org website where our members are 

listed. The TV and digital ad campaign began 

on April 10. Perhaps youôve seen them on 

News 12, Bravo, The Food Network, FUSE, 

AMC, Comedy, Discovery, ID, Lifetime, 

Paramount, TLC, TNT, The Weather Channel, 

or the USA Network?   The impact of the ads is 

significant as reflected in the profile views of 

our member dentists.  The increase in views 

has ranged from 22% to 73% since the ad 

campaign started.  We are driving patients to 

our members!  Of course the ultimate measure 

is membership market share growth, but it will 

be some time yet till we see how this 

translates.  Still, the member 

feedback has been very positive 

on the effort. 

Scan the QR Code to see ad  - 

 

In other news, congratulations go out to Dr. 

Paul Leary as he has been elected NYSDA 

Secretary/Treasurer.  We wish him well in this 

NYSDA Officer position.  SCDS has had a 

persistent presence at the state level even 

beyond our Trustee Dr. Guenter Jonke.  Dr. 

Kevin Henner completed his Immediate Past-

President role in 2023.  Dr. Maria Maranga is 

the chair of the NY State Dental Foundation. 

In keeping with other NYSDA related news,  we 

have new NYSDA Council representatives.  Dr. 

Devin Klein is our representative on the New 

Dentist Council, Dr. Hailey Taylor is our 

representative on the Membership Council, and 

Dr. Patricia Swanson is our representative on 

the Council for Education and Licensure.  

These SCDS Board Members will 

represent us well.  While they each still qualify 

as ñNew Dentistsò,  theyôve been active in 

committees and have represented us at the 

NYSDA House of Delegates each of the past 2 

years.  They each bring an energy and fresh 

perspective.  We look forward to their 

leadership! 

Staying upstateé Dr. Lauren Heisinger, our 

former New Dentist Chair, has relocated to 

Albany.  We have had the great privilege of 

working with her and benefited from her drive 

and positive energy.  Our loss is Albanyôs gain, 

we wish her continued success.  I speak for 

many when I say she will be missed! 

Closer to home, renovations continue in mass 

at our headquarter building.  From the parking 

lot, bathrooms, hallways to our media center, it 

is all being completely renovated.  Fingers are 

crossed for the Media Center completion in 

September. 

Lastly, itôs great to hear from members who 

have seen significant cash returns from our 

ERC (Employee Retention Credit) guidance 

and encouragement.  Weôve had positive 

feedback on our partner from members (more 

information on page 10).  If you havenôt looked 

into this program with a professional firm you 

should, be it our recommendation or your own. 

Please send any comments or questions to 

Contact@SuffolkDental.Org or call us at 631

-232-1400.  

Bill Panzarino - Executive Director, SCDS 

т 
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  Membership Corner ð Claudia Mahon -Vazquez, DDS  

More than just the seasons are changing! 

ф 

In the last journal I posed the question, ñwhatôs available for members?ò Since 

then, there have been many events and activities which benefit and influence the 

daily practice of dentistry. One of the local 
benefits is our Suffolk County Dental Society 
Public Facing Ad Campaign. Our goals: make 
the public aware of the importance of visiting 
the dentist and drive patients to the offices of 
our ADA Member Dentists. The Ads will have 
a QR code that will bring the public to the ADA 
Find-a-dentist website 
(FindADentist.ADA.org). Take time to review 
and update your profile. Make sure the 
patients find YOU!  

Our annual Shredding Day was another 
tangible benefit that many members took 
advantage of. I greatly appreciate the help of 
all the volunteers: Henry Coleman with Anya 
and Kirin, Steve Feigelson, Adam Felline, 
Scott Firestone, John Guariglia, Pat Hanlon 
with Tara Sanders, Kevin Henner and Ann 
Mingione, Guenter and Vicky Jonke, Devin 
Klein, Maria Maranga, Larry Schwartz, Ivan 
Vazquez, Nick Vittoria, and of course our 
dynamic duo: Bill Panzarino & Carol 
Deerwester. I also want to thank our sponsor, 
Jeff Lasky from Garfield Refining. 

Over the past eight years I have had the 
pleasure of representing the Suffolk County 
Dental Society as Chairperson of the 
Membership Committee. I followed in the 
footsteps of Tom Bonomo and Maria Maranga. 
Those were big shoes (and stilettos) to fill. 
With the help of numerous member 
volunteers, amazing Executive Directors (Paul 
Markowitz & Bill Panzarino) and terrific 
Executive Assistants (Debbie Wasserman & 
Carol Deerwester) our committee was able to 
accomplish many goals and work in the best 
interest of our members especially during the 
challenges of COVID. 

The Society has also benefitted from our 
relationship with the Stony Brook School of 
Dental Medicine and the Residency Program 
at St. Charles Hospital. In collaboration with 
Dr. Keri Logan at St. Charles, Deans Truhlar 
and Kucine and now the current Dean, Dr. 

Patrick Lloyd, we have engaged the students 
and residents as well as cultivated new ideas, 
members, and leaders for the Society.  

New Dentists and New Leaders During my 
years in membership, I have had the great 
privilege of meeting many new dentists. I was 
able to meet students, ASDA representatives, 
Residents or New Dentists beginning their 
careers. Dr. Lauren Heisinger was one of the 
leaders I have had the great fortune to know 
since her time as a dental student. She is one 
of the most dedicated and passionate new 
dentists that I have ever had the great fortune 
to work with. Unfortunately, Dr. Heisinger is 
leaving her position as our New Dentist 
Chairperson and is joining the Third District 
Dental Society in Albany. Fortunately, we have 
an equally enthusiastic and passionate doctor 
taking over the New Dentist Chair position, Dr. 
Devin Klein! I know the New Dentists are in 
good hands with Dr. Klein and they will 
continue to enjoy the programs that are already 
in place as well as new programs that are in the 
works under his leadership. 

As my term as the Membership Chairperson 
comes to an end it is with great pleasure that I 
hand the reins over to a hardworking and bright 
colleague, Dr. Hailey Taylor! Dr. Taylor, Dr. 
Klein, Dr. Swanson, Dr. Heisinger and ASDA 
Rep. Gil Barahman were all present at our 
recent NYSDA House of Delegates. I assure 
you that they are all aware of the needs of our 
profession and will work hard for our 
Profession. I met Dr. Taylor several years ago 
and have been fortunate to work with her at 
New Dentist events and most recently at the 
House of Delegates. After seeing her insight 
and determination, I know our committee and 
members will be in good hands will Dr. Taylor 
at the helm.  

                          [CONTINED ON PAGE 10] 

https://findadentist.ada.org/
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 THIS WILL BE PHASED OUTðDO NOT DELAY! 

[CONTINED FROM PAGE 9] 

 

The New York State Dental Association 
Hallmarks of Excellence Award. 

The New York Dental Associationôs Hallmarks 
of Excellence Award annually recognizes two 
programs: one for Membership Engagement 
and one for Community Service/Outreach/
Education. This year we had numerous 
outstanding applications. The two winners for 
this year were both from Suffolk County. 

Dr. Keri Logan and St. Charles for the ñGive 
Veteranôs a Smile Programò and Dr. Steven 
Feigelson and the ñSuffolk County Dental 
Society Mentorship Program.ò Congratulation to 
both on a job well done. 

 
 

It has been my great pleasure to have served 
our Dental Society and I look forward to seeing 
you at the next event.  

Claudia Mahon-Vazquez, DDS 
Immediate past Chairperson, NYSDA 
Membership Committee, and SCDS 
Membership Committee and SCDS Past 
President 

 

https://kentrecoveryservices.com/scds_employee-retention-credit-program/
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 A whole lot happens in a quarter! 

April 10, Signing Day for D4 Students at the Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine. April 25 and 
26, the Greater Long Island Dental Meeting, April 29, Give Kids a Smile, May 11, General Member-
ship Meeting, May 13, Shredding Event, June 2-4, NYS Dental Association House of Delegates 
(pictured on Page 6), June 14, Golf Outing, June 21 D3 presentation and June 27 Residents 
Presentation both at the Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine.  Here are just some of the pictures 
captured, to see more of the society in action check out https://www.facebook.com/
SuffolkCountyDentalSociety/photos_albums.  Follow SuffolkCountyDentalSociety on Facebook and 
our posts will appear in your feed. 

 

Want to get more involved? 

You can influence the profession, you can have an impact on the community, you can have a real 
sense of accomplishment.  There is a Board of Directors that run the Society and various commit-
tees that develop and move initiatives forward.  Drop us an email at Contact@SuffolkDental.org, or 
give us a ring at 631-232-1400.  Note - our Board of Directors has 7 scheduled meetings per year, 
and nominations are being accepted.  You can find more information on the website at https://
www.suffolkdental.org/members-center/nomination-forms or scan this QR Code. 
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