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2024 GLIDM  Photo Contest Winner 

       ñOnce in a Blue Moonò Photo by Dr. Michael Rechter 
Looking  across the Great South Bay to Fire Island, from Captree State Park. 

August 30, 2023 at 7:43pm 

http://suffolkdental.org/calendar-of-events.html
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More details on events can be found on the 

back cover and within the bulletin. 

 

IMPORTANT ð The ADA Master Database of 

Record (APTIFY), which is utilized for Member-

ship, Events, Reporting and much more is be-

ing replaced during the 1st two weeks of July 

2024. Watch for more communication on this 

as it may effect certain service availability. 

 

Please note there are several events and 

courses in active planning, watch our website 

and our emails and social sites for updates (as 

events are subject to change).  Your support, 

patronage and patience are appreciated as al-

ways.  Please send any comments to Con-

tact@SuffolkDental.Org.  
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SCDS Calendar SCDS Registration 

Site 

Date SCDS Event
7/31/2024 New Dentist Summer Social

9/4/2024 CPR

9/16/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

9/18/2024 Seminar Series 2024#3 Dr. David Rice

9/25/2024 Zoom General Membership Meeting

9/27/2024

Course and Registration -  Blockbuster Event - Dr. Roger 

Levin,  Sponsors -  Sponsor Information

10/2/2024 Seminar Series 2024#4 - Dr. Brian Goodacre

10/7/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

10/9/2024 Hands On Endo Course - Dr. Anne L. Koch

10/17/2024 SmileCon 2024 - New Orleans Oct 17-19 

10/19/2024 ADA House of Delegates 2024 - Oct 19-22

11/1/2024 SAVE THE DATE - LI Womens Dental Symposium

11/6/2024 New Dentist Event - Save The Date

11/13/2024 General Membership Meeting

11/18/2024 Board of Directors Mtg.

12/4/2024 Compliance Day - SAVE THE DATE

1/11/2025 SCDS Officers Gala Celebration - SAVE THE DATE

mailto:suffolkdental@optonline.net
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
http://users.neo.registeredsite.com/0/7/5/19142570/assets/Ad_Rate_Sheet_2018v2.pdf
http://suffolkdental.org/index.html
mailto:Contact@SuffolkDental.Org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://ebusiness.ada.org/Meetings/DefaultPo3.aspx?PO3ORGAPICODE=NYSCD0YN2Y34782
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Scott Gusz  

Scott.Gusz@Straumann.com  

631-241-4971  

Dan Kane 

Daniel.Kane@Straumann.com 

516-427-3722 

https://www.garfieldrefining.com/industries/dentists/
https://www.straumann.com/us/en/dental-professionals.html
mailto:Scott.Gusz@Straumann.com
mailto:Daniel.Kane@Straumann.com


 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE            Steven R. Feigelson, DDS   

The Changing Landscape of Dentistry 

Dear Colleagues, 

On May 14, I had the honor and privilege of 
recognizing the excellence of several students 
at the Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine 
Awards Ceremony. As I stood on stage, peer-
ing out over the crowd of graduates, it gave me 
pause to reflect upon my own career, as well as 
how our profession has evolved since I gradu-
ated, some 35 years ago. 

Indulge me as I take you on a trip, back in time, 
to a day in the life of a typical general dentist in 
the early 1990ôs.  

Your 9:00 patient presents with a chief com-
plaint of a lost filling. After your assistant care-
fully places the lead apron, they place the film 
pack and proceed to take a periapical radio-
graph. While you are waiting the ten minutes 
for the film to be processed through the Peri-
Pro, you administer local. Fortunately, your pa-
tient, who has a heart murmur, had already pre-
medicated with 2 gm of Amoxicillin and will take 
the additional 1 gm 6 hrs. later. As you inspect 
the film mounted to the view box, you deter-
mine that it will only require an amalgam resto-
ration. You prepare the tooth and apply Dycal 
to the deepest part of the prep as your assis-
tant prepares the amalgam and hands it to you 
in the amalgam carrier. Once you are finished 
packing and burnishing, you remind the patient 
not to eat for an hour to allow the restoration to 
fully set. You then write down the treatment 
notes in the patientôs chart as they leave.   

Some of you may view this trip down memory 
lane with amusement, but it is easy to see how 
some long-established practices are no longer 
the standard of care. Most recently, the Ameri-
can Dental Association released a statement 
proclaiming the use of lead aprons and thyroid 
collars as no longer being necessary, or even 
recommended.  This poses a dilemma for many 
of us, as it is not easy to convince some pa-
tients to have radiographs taken in the first 
place. Imagine the difficulty in convincing your 
patient, after a lifetime of wearing a protec-

tive lead shield, that it is now no longer recom-
mended!  For now, most of us will continue to 
maintain the status quo until there is further 
clarification, or the public is educated as to the 
findings that modern digital X-ray equipment, 
with a limited beam size, has called into ques-
tion the need for lead aprons. 

Even with the advent of digital dentistry, artifi-
cial intelligence, and other advancements, one 
of the biggest changes to our profession over 
the last 35 years is the way we now practice. I 
remember being bombarded with warnings of 
the ñimpendingò corporate takeover of dentis-
try, and how private practice, as we knew it, 
would cease to exist. Fortunately, this wasnôt 
the case, and my dream of owning a private 
practice came to fruition. However, time 
marches on. As of 2022, Dental Service Or-
ganizations have affiliated with 13% of dentists 
across the United States. Of those, 23% are 
less than ten years out of dental school. Those 
numbers are even higher today and will contin-
ue to rise. My personal feeling about DSOs has 
evolved over the years. Whereas I used to 
strongly oppose them, I now feel that they have 
their place and can co-exist with the private 
practice. In fact, the DSO model can benefit 
the private practice, as there are many patients 
who prefer that setting and will gravitate to 
where they believe they will receive a more 
personal touch. 

We all have choices. That is what makes our 
profession so wonderful. If you love dentistry 
but hate the thought of running a business, 
then working as an associate or joining a DSO 
may be a good fit for you. However, if you want 
complete control over the day-to-day opera-
tions of the practice, then being an owner is 
your only option.   

Regardless of how you decide to practice, den 

{CONTINUED ON PAGE 14} 
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https://ddsmatch.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CPBqZTexDWJa-8HAt0HxX10GdPWRV301HKrMD245tug/edit?usp=drivesdk


 

 

Member Message                       Meredith B. Jaffe, DDS    

The Suffolk County Dental Society is  at the Crossroads of Motor Parkway 
History.  The building housing the Suffolk County Dental Societyôs head-
quarters at 150 Motor Parkway in Hauppauge underwent a renovation fol-

lowing its Fall 2021 acquisition by the Damianos 
Realty Group of Smithtown. Aware of the signifi-
cance of the buildingôs location, principals of the 
group, X. Christofer Damianos and Pelops Dami-
anos, decided to incorporate an homage to the 
Long Island Motor Parkway and its Vanderbilt 
Cup Races into the makeover of the lobby and 
hallways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs convey the excitement of the 
Vanderbilt Cup Races 

The Vanderbilt Cup Races were considered the 
greatest motor sporting events of their time. The 
brainchild of William Kissam Vanderbilt, Jr., 
these races tested American cars against the 
finest European models at the turn of the last 
century. To better protect spectators and control 
driving conditions, Vanderbilt constructed a pri-
vately owned speedway to accommodate his 
passion. Just past the current doors of #150 is a 
section of the very road which ultimately impact-
ed the development of our infrastructure and au-
tomobiles. 

 Greeting visitors is a reception desk with a styl-
ized racing car facade. Framed panels of News-
dayôs 1995 Big Apple Almanac cartoon series, 
featuring the history of the Vanderbilt Cup Races 
by artist Patrick M. Reynolds, are displayed 
down the first floorôs hallway. In addition, a spec-
tacular montage of photographs, provided by 
Howard Kroplick (www.vanderbiltcupraces.com) 
depicts the vintage racecars and conveys the 
excitement of the era in the rear lobby. Maps 

and other related prints from Mr. Kroplickôs ar-
chives enhance this worthy tribute.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The racing car desk in the lobby is a tribute 

to the site's history  
Consider exploring all five levels of the 200,000 
square foot building the next time you attend a 
dental conference held at the SCDS.  

Images of the license plates which permitted access 
to the parkway are found on the lower level 

 

(Left - A cartoon panel 
published in Newsday 
shares the origins of 
Vanderbilt's plans) 

 

You donôt have to be a gearhead to appreciate 
the attractive automobilia such as a collection of 
vintage motor oil cans, racing posters, and car-
related artwork decorating the walls. 

Meredith B. Jaffe, DDS -  35 yr SCDS Member 
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https://www.havedummy.com/anatomy-of-a-successful-cardiac-arrest-event-in-a-dental-office-a-case-study-and-lessons-learned/

