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1st Place Winner of the 2022 Greater Long Island Dental Meeting  Photo Contest 

Congratulations Edward Sloyer, DDS Jericho, NY 

Lake Como  Sunset 
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Complete SCDS Calendar 

Date SCDS Event
8/17/2022 Summer Social (New Dentist/Resident)

9/11/2022 SAVE THE DATE - SCDS Family Summer Send-Off

9/12/2022 Board of Directors Mtg. 

9/14/2022 SS22#2 - Daniel Pompa - Medical Emergencies

9/21/2022 SCDS Golf Outing

9/28/2022 General Membership Meeting 

10/3/2022 Board of Directors Mtg. 

10/13/2022 ADA House of Delegates 10/13-17

10/26/2022 SS22#3 - Dr. Frank Tuminelli - We've Come a Long Way

11/4/2022 LI Womens Dental Symposium - Scrubs and Stilettos

11/4/2022 Scrubs and Stilettos Sponsorship Packages

11/14/2022 Board of Directors Mtg. 

11/16/2022 General Membership Meeting 

11/30/2022 SS22#4 Dr. Michael Proothi - TMJ/Trigeminal Nerve

1/28/2023 SCDS Installation Gala 

1/28/2023 SCDS Installation Gala Sponsorship Availability

2023 GKAS Give Kids a Smile Sponsorship Availability

mailto:suffolkdental@optonline.net
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
http://users.neo.registeredsite.com/0/7/5/19142570/assets/Ad_Rate_Sheet_2018v2.pdf
http://suffolkdental.org/index.html
mailto:Contact@SuffolkDental.Org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE    Craig E. Smith, DMD   

  Dear Colleagues, 

Iôd like to take this time to recognize and thank those that participated in our 
2022 house of delegates in sunny Saratoga Springs. This event held June 
10th-12th proved to be a true celebration of the efforts of our own Dr. Kevin 

Henner, NYSDA president this past  year. Kev-
inôs impact on NYSDA will be a positive remem-
brance for many years to come.  

 As many of you know, this HOD was hosted by 
our component, SCDS.   Because there are 13 
components in New York State, this opportunity 
only presents itself once every 13 years.  As you 
would expect, our ability to be a worthy host did 
not disappoint.  

The kickoff to our HOD started with a golf tour-
nament at Saratoga National memorializing the 
late Dr. Mark Feldman who served our profes-
sion in a host of capacities over many years.  
Most recently, Mark was the executive director 
of NYSDA.  His spirit of fellowship and advoca-
cy were felt throughout the entire meeting.   

Even though it rained on and off at the golf tour-
nament to begin our weekend, a stupendous 
time was had by all.   

In the days that followed, SCDS was represent-
ed well.  KevIn Henner presided over the House 
of Delegates while several of our members 
served as delegates and alternates.  I canôt say 
enough about the great job these individual 
members did in representing SCDS.  I personal-
ly had the honor to also serve as both a dele-
gate and a reference committee member.  Need-
less to say, your component was busy advocat-
ing for you and the profession at large.  

 In addition to Kevin presiding over the house, 
Dr. Guenter Jonke, our NYSDA Trustee, and Dr. 
Paul Markowitz, our immediate past NYSDA 
Trustee played prominent roles at this yearôs 
HOD.  Guenter organized our caucus while Paul 
answered the call of duty and stepped in to help 
behind the scenes to ensure a well-run meeting.  
It was gratifying to see how respected each 
were as players in this arena.    

Lastly, this great meeting attracted a number of 
nationally recognized dental dignitaries includ-
ing our own Dr. Paul Leary, ADA Trustee of 2nd 
District.  Accompanying Paul were Drs.  Ray-
mond A. Cohlmia, and Cesar Sabates, Execu-

tive Director of the ADA, and President of the 
ADA respectively.  

Itôs because of SCDSôs great reputation that 
these national leaders chose to take time out of 
their busy schedules to attend our NYSDA 
meeting.  

As Iôve stated time and time again, the state of 
our dental union is strong. SCDS continues to 
shine locally, at the state level and nationally as 
well.  We have both young and veteran leaders 
that position the society well to continue its in-
fluence on the direction of the dental profes-
sion for many years to come.  For this, we 
should be grateful and proud.   

P.S.  A shout out goes to Bill Panzarino and 
Carol Deerwester who worked tirelessly for 
months to make this meeting the success it 
was.   

God bless our society! 

Craig E. Smith, DMD, SCDS President 
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  ADA 1st VP ð EDITORIAL               Maria Maranga, DDS  

Land of the free, because of the brave 

т 

Many years ago there was a Veterans tribute display on the north side of 

the Long Island Expressway in Suffolk County around exit 60 I believe. 

It always warmed my heart, especially when I was in traffic. I would look up to 

the display, and smile with good old American 

pride. There were American flags, homemade 

wooden signs and sometimes flowers, all 

exemplifying one thing- Respect for our Veterans. 

I worked at the V.A.M.C. at Northport for 9 years as 

the G.P.R. endodontic dental consultant. I soon 

became familiar with the plight of our Veterans on a 

weekly basis. I would see our service men and 

women only get dental care if they were ñservice 

connectedò. What does this mean you ask? If a 

soldier sustained an injury in combat to the head 

and neck region and survived, then they were 

entitled to dental care at a V.A. hospital. And even 

then, there was a calculated percentage of dental 

care allowed. This infuriated many of us but we just 

went about our work in a robotic way, denying or 

approving care.  

Over the years I learned that service men and 

women would be allowed only 1 emergency visit to 

a V.A. dental clinic after their term of service in that 

first year. I also learned that upon leaving the 

military, that dental care was hardly ever discussed. 

Veterans were told about how to access medical 

care only. It was always heart breaking to turn away 

a patient. Their eyes were filled with tears yet they 

hardly ever made a fuss. Occasionally if they were 

accompanied by a spouse or family member, the 

spouse would be very verbal in letting us know their 

discontentment.  

Fast forward to this year, the ADA decided to 

champion the cause for Veteransô dental care by 

organizing a summit to be called, ñGIVE 

VETERANS A SMILEò. 

 Many applauded this initiative since we know that 

the ADAôs GKAS has been so successful in its now 

20th year of existence. The idea was to get 

stakeholders and representatives of so many of the 

Veteran best practices already in existence across 

the country in one place. It is the intention to house 

all of the nationwide programs under the ñumbrellaò 

of the ADA. The Summit took place on May 5th-6th 

at the ADA headquarters in Chicago.  

 

 

 

Dr. 

Maria Maranga (ADA 1st Vice President) and Dr. 

Craig Smith (SCDS President) at the Give Veterans 

a Smile Summit on May 5, 2022 

There were over 75 registrants many of whom had 

personal experience in both creating programs for 

Veterans and treating them as well. The numbers 

show an inequity of care for our military after they 

leave the armed forces. ADA President, Dr. Cesar 

Sabates noted, ñmillions of U.S Veterans are going 

without much needed, essential oral health care.ò 

All presenters echoed the same message, 85% of 

Veterans who are enrolled in the V.A. health care 

system are ineligible for Dental care through the 

V.A system. 24% reside in rural areas and a 

staggering 15 thousand Veterans remain homeless.  

Many interesting programs were highlighted across 

the country. From the public health sector to the 

private sector, all boasting great contact and 

treatment of Veterans near and far. I spoke on the 

Veterans Initiative at N.Y.U. College of Dentistry  

{Continued on page 15} 
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Suffolk County Dental Society at the New York State 

House of Delegates, Saratoga NY June 2022 

L/RðTop Row, Dr. Martin Dominger, Gil Barahman (ASDA 2nd District Trustee), Drs Nick Vittoria, Anthony Maresca, 
Guenter Jonke (NYSDA Trustee), Lauren Heisinger, Patricia Swanson, Paul Leary (ADA Trustee and ADA President-
Elect Candidate), Kevin Henner (NYSDA Immediate Past President), Steve Snyder, John Lagner, Christopher First, Steve 
Feigelson, Dimitrios Kilimitzoglou, Ivan Vazquez, Paul Markowitz.  Seated in the first row, Lauren Mistretta, Katherine 
Caracappa, Carol Deerwester, Drs Patricia Hanlon, Craig Smith (SCDS President), Cesar Sabates (ADA President), Ra-
dha Sachdeva-Munk, Claudia Mahon-Vazquez, John Guariglia.   Not Pictured ï Drs Devin Klein, Maria Maranga and 
Hailey Tailor  


