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Snapshots of 2023 

As 2023 winds down, we have fond memories, wonderful accomplishments and plenty to be proud 
of. We have donated oral health care, grown our membership, worked with dental students, provid-
ed Education to our dental community and started a Mentorship Program.  Our own Dr. Paul Leary 
was Elected as the NYSDA Secretary/Treasurer, and Dr. Maria Maranga started her campaign for 
ADA President-Elect (page 17). More SCDS event photos can be seen on page 9. 

http://suffolkdental.org/calendar-of-events.html
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Please note there are several events and 

courses in active planning, watch our website 

and our emails and social sites for updates (as 

events are subject to change).  Your support, 

patronage and patience are appreciated as al-

ways.  Please send any comments to Con-

tact@SuffolkDental.Org.  
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SCDS Calendar SCDS Registration 

Site 

Date SCDS Event
1/17/24 Zoom General Membership Meeting/Installation

2/12/24 Board of Directors Mtg.

3/11/24 Board of Directors Mtg.

3/27/24 Seminar Series 2024#1 - Why Digital, Why Now?

4/2/24 Greater Long Island Dental Meeting

4/3/24 Greater Long Island Dental Meeting

4/13/24 SCDS Officers Gala Celebration

4/15/24 White Coat Ceremony SBSDM

4/20/24 Shredding Day

4/22/24 Board of Directors Mtg.

5/4/24 Give Kids a Smile

5/8/24 General Membership Meeting

5/13/24 Board of Directors Mtg.

5/15/24 Seminar Series 2024#2 - Dr. Amanda Seay - A Journey Through Esthetic Dentistry

5/31/24 NYSDA House of Delegates May 31-June 2

6/12/24 Golf Outing - Willow Creek Golf and Country Club

9/16/24 Board of Directors Mtg.

9/18/24 Seminar Series SS24#3 - Dr. David Rice - Plan, Prep, Place

9/25/24 Zoom General Membership Meeting

10/2/24 Seminar Series SS24#4 - Dr. Brian J. Goodacre

10/9/24 Hands-On Endo Course - 7 CE - Dr. Anne L. Koch 

10/14/24 Board of Directors Mtg.

11/13/24 General Membership Meeting

11/18/24 Board of Directors Mtg.

mailto:suffolkdental@optonline.net
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org
http://users.neo.registeredsite.com/0/7/5/19142570/assets/Ad_Rate_Sheet_2018v2.pdf
http://suffolkdental.org/index.html
mailto:Contact@SuffolkDental.Org
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
https://ebusiness.ada.org/Meetings/DefaultPo3.aspx?PO3ORGAPICODE=NYSCD0YN2Y34782
https://www.suffolkdental.org/calendar
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https://www.straumann.com/us/en/dental-professionals/products-and-solutions/key-topics/immediaxy.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjZ3f8jBhyB_9lU30eUKNnSdqJMMme0euMjFOtBwOHSRCcow/viewform
https://www.rivkinradler.com/


 

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE    Radha Sachdeva-Munk, DDS    

Preparing to pass the gavelé 

It is an interesting time in organized dentistry. For years the ADA has 

seen declining membership as a percentage of 
the available pool of dentists. Some dentists 
donôt see the value in joining the ADA. They 
may feel the ADA will continue to advocate for 
oral health in America whether or not they are a 
member. However, Membership is vital for our 
professionôs survival. Having the advocacy of 
the ADA and NYSDA helps our voices get 
heard. 

Lobby Day is soon approaching for New York 
State in March and the ADA in April. One issue 
to keep in our vision is the passage of licensure 
in New York State for dental therapists. Pro-
posed bill S819, in favor of dental therapists, 
currently remains in committee. The viability of 
dental therapists as solution to address the oral 
health disparities in New York has not been ful-
ly proven. As such, NYSDA would most likely 
oppose any legislation targeted at creating a 
dental therapist provider. Further broader dis-
cussions around access to oral health care and 
the challenges that currently face New York 
must be investigated thoroughly with other so-
lutions to the problem displayed. 

 The use of dental therapists has not been 
proven to reduce the cost of receiving dental 
care. Dental procedures cost the same regard-
less of who performs them, and there is no im-
pact on government reimbursement rates paid 
through programs like Medicaid. In fact, it could 
be argued that the dental therapy program 
would ultimately increase the cost of delivery 
with the creation, regulation, and oversight of 
an additional licensed professional. 

Additionally, introducing dental therapists would 
create a two tiered-care delivery model, with 
low-income patients receiving care from a less-
er-trained dental therapist, while those who are 
more affluent will receive care from a licensed 
dentist. Thus, the introduction of dental thera-
pists could result in creating a problem in health 
care disparities in the provision of dental ser-
vices among the other challenges to dental 

care delivery, including outdated reimburse-
ment rates and unnecessary administrative 
burdens. These barriers make it difficult for 
providers to participate in plans designed for 
the poor and underserved. In addition to ad-
ministrative and financial burdens, licensing 
barriers have limited the number of existing 
providers in New York. Addressing licensing 
and certification barriers for dentists, hygien-
ists, and dental assistants needs to be a priori-
ty in New York State before new models are 
explored. Currently, there is only one licensed 
dental assistant for every 10 dentists, which is 
severely hampering the ability of dentists to 
provide care. This is where we step in to advo-
cate for YOU, the Dental Professional, letting 
your main focus be on providing quality dental 
care to your patients. 

This is my last Bulletin article as president and 
I am happy to report that the members of Suf-
folk County Dental Society are in great hands. 
Dr. Steven Feigelson will be taking over as 
president. He brings a wealth of knowledge to 
our society. Our Executive Director, Bill Panza-
rino and Executive Assistant, Carol Deerwester 
are both outstanding people, and are assets to 
the Dental Society. They are the backbone to 
our organization. Lastly, I would like to thank 
the line officers Drs. Steven Fiegelson, William 
Bast, Natalia Elson and John Guariglia for all 
their hard work and dedication. We have a 
bright future with them at the helm. It has truly 
been an honor to serve as president. See you 
at the next meeting!! 

Radha Sachdeva-Munk, DDS 

President, Suffolk County Dental Society 
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  EXECUTIVE DIRECTORôS  EDITORIAL Bill Panzarino 

I got a lot to say, but also to hear! 

I guess itôs true, I do have a lot to say, it may not all be good, but it is all 

honest, and if you ask, I am going to tell you.  So ask me, ask me anything, 
tell me anything!  I am here - 631-232-1400, or Contact@SuffolkDental.org. 

Meanwhile, in our last edition I told you about all the renovations taking place 

here at SCDS headquarters.  Words canôt do it 
justice.  Come out and experience the space, 
maybe sit in on a Board of Directorôs meeting, 
or join us for the March 27th Seminar Series 
event with Dr. Anthony Mennito (Why Digital, 
Why Now).    

  If there is anything I am ready to talk about itôs 
membership.  So ask me! Iôve dedicated some 
articles to it previously in this bulletin.  I will 
usually include something in every bulletin 
article on membership.  I understand why you 
are all members, that is easy for me.  I donôt 
understand why some of you donôt advocate 
harder for membership, specifically why you 
might tolerate it with some of your non-member 
colleagues.  Tell me!    

 ADA Membership in Suffolk County has never 
been an easier conversation. I know some non-
members question the value, and they are 
content to let you carry the cost of advocacy for 
the profession while they share in the benefit.  
However, value goes beyond the sometimes 
abstract benefit of advocacy.  How about 5% 
off your malpractice premium with MLMIC for 
our members?  How about a no-charge legal 
consultation with Rifkin Radler or other NYSDA 
Legal Services Panel firm? How about $1000 
off your Practice Evaluation with DDSMatch?  
How about 8 no charge CE (CERP certified) 
that are provided annually?  And additional CE 
that is half the price of the non-member rate?  
How do you value a new patient that comes to 
you as a result of the TV and Digital ads we run 
and your listing on FindADentist.ADA.Org?  It 
goes so much further than these things, you 
can check out our Members Center web page, 
but people like numbers and illustrations so... 

Malpractice savings  $400 

Legal Consult savings $500 

Practice Evaluation Savings $1000 

8 CE Savings $ 600 

1 Course Savings $300 

1 New Patient $1000 

Thatôs $3800 in value for your $1639 in dues. 

So maybe you donôt use the practice 
evaluation, youôre still at $2800 in value.  And 
what about the patient that comes back year 
after year and the cumulative compounding 
effect of those patients driven to your chairs 
and tied to your personal care because we sent 
them to you.  How do you value that?  Tell Me! 

Why let your non-member colleagues have you 
carry the cost for Dental Insurance Reform, 
Dental Therapist issues and other concerns of 
the profession?  Armed with this information 
you can engage them in a positive dialog, weôll 
be stronger in our efforts for the profession. 

I know I may be preaching to the choir, or 
maybe I am trying to turn the choir into 
preachers!  Am I wrong? Tell Me!  Have a 
question?  Ask Me! 

  Please send any comments or questions to 

Contact@SuffolkDental.Org or call us at 631

-232-1400.  

Bill Panzarino - Executive Director, SCDS 

Buy the 2024 Seminar Series before Dec 

31st 2023 and save 25%.  Call 631-232-1400 
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https://findadentist.ada.org/
https://www.suffolkdental.org/members-center/benefits-of-membership
mailto:contact@suffolkdental.org?subject=Comments%20-%20SCDS%20Bulletin%20Fall%202020
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TV and Digital Ads 

Continue in 2024! 

Watch for it on News 12, 
Bravo, Food Network, Fuse, 
AMC, Comedy, Discovery Life-
time, Paramount, TLC, 
TNT, TWC, USA Or on your 
favorite Social Platforms 

See it now with this  

QR Code 

https://www.frankelnewfield.com/
https://ddsmatch.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LT-zw8M7MJs
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 MEMBER SPOTLIGHT   

61 Years of membership and still active with us! 

Dr. Samuel M. Schindel has been practicing dentistry since 1962 and 
started working in East Northport doing orthodontics in 1964 after serv-
ing as a Captain in the Air Force. He actively practiced orthodontics 
until the pandemic in 2020. Since that time, he works in the business 
office of the practice, coming in at least 2-3 times per week.  He keeps 
his dental license active, so we get to see Dr. Schindel at many of our 
courses and events. 

He has been married to his wife, Ronnie, for 63 years. He is the father 
of two, including his son Robert (a Dentist/member) who joined his 
practice in 1990, and a daughter Shari. He is a grandfather to three! 

Always an active runner, heôs won numerous awards in various age groups at the annual Cow Har-
bor 10 K race in Northport.  His last time competing was in 2018, and he came in first in his age 
group (over 80). While he is not currently competing, he continues to run at least a few times a 
week and has become an avid golfer.   

      AT A GLANCE 

¶ Born: Brooklyn, NY 1937 
¶ College: NYU graduated in 1958 
¶ Dental School: NYU graduated in 1962 
¶ ADA Tripartite Membership 1963 (1st of 61 consecutive years) 
¶ Captain in the Air Force:1962-64  Strategic Air Command base during the Cuban Missile Crisis  
¶ Orthodontic Residency completed after the Air Force Service - NYU 
¶ Has lived in Huntington since 1965  
¶ Founding member of the Suffolk County Dental Society:1981 
¶ Board Certified in Orthodontics in 1985 

aƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ нлноΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ bŜǿ 5Ŝƴǝǎǘ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ DaaΣ bŜǿ 5Ŝƴǝǎǘ 9ȄǇŜǊǘ tŀƴŜƭ 
9ǾŜƴǘΣ ¢ƻǇ DƻƭŦ 9ǾŜƴǘΣ {ƘǊŜŘŘƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 5ŀȅΧ ²ŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ƛƴ wŜǾƛŜǿ ǾƛŘŜƻΦ 


